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H.R. 2944 

AMENDMENT TO AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF 

A&JBSTITUTE 

OFFEREDBY MR. SAWYER 

Pa,gc 27, strike lint 8 a,nd all tha.t follows down 

through line 18 on page 29 and insert: 
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“(a,) TR_mXIISSI0K EXP.~NSI0N PLA!!KIKC PROC- 

ESS.-A regional tra~nsmission orga:aniza.tion, a nmnbcr of’ 

a. regional tra.nsmission orga.niza,tion, or a.ny other a,ppli- 

ca,nt (provided tha,t the a,ppli&ion is consistent with a, 

pla,nning process approved by a, rcgiona,l tra,nsmission or- 

ganization or comparable regional tra~risrnission planning 

cntit,y), nmy dewlop md submit f’or rcvjcw and approval 

bg the Commission a trwlsmission cqx~nsion phuining 

process for the construction and cqa,nsion of’ the trans- 

mission facilities it operates or proposes to operate. The 

Commission shall approve the transmission cqansion 

plaiining process if tlie~planning process- 

“(1) permits the input of’ all market partici- 

pants and other persons in the region a,nd other 

intcrcormccted regions; 

“(2) is dcsigncd to detcrminc ef’ficicnt solutions 

to rclicw constraints in the transmission system 
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1 without prcfixencc for either transmission or genera- 

2 tion solutions; a.rid 

3 “( 3) provides for aggricwd nmrket pa.rticipa,nts 

4 or other persons to contest the pla,ns through a.n al- 

5 tcrnativc dispute resolution process or through xc- 

6 view by the Commission. 

7 “(b) COKSIWJCTIO~ Cmmwxms.--The Conunis- 

8 sion shall, after notice a,nd opportunity for hmring, a,p- 

9 prow a request of a. regional tra,nsmission organiza.tion (or 

10 such member or other a,pplica.nt) for a. certifica~tc of’ public 

11 convcnicncc a,nd necessity to construct a.ny proposed 

12 transmission &cilitics developed through a tra,nsmission 

13 cxzansion plan resulting from a tra~nsmission cx~ansion 

14 planning process approved 

15 section (a), if it finds- 

16 “(l)(A) a State 
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by t,hc Commission under sub- 

in which the transmission fa- 

cilitics arc to be constructed or modified is without 

authority to a,pprovc the siting of the facilities, or 

“(B) any State conunission or body in a State 

in which the transmission facilit~ies arc to be con- 

structed or modified has authority to approve the 

siting of the facilities but has withheld a,pproval, 

modified or conditioned its approval in a manner 

that materially a,ltcrs the transmission ex~a~risiori 

plan, or delayed the fina, determination of its a,p- 
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prova,l for more tha~n 1 year after the filing of a.n ap- 

plication seeking a,pproval; and 

“(2) the f’acilitics to be authorized by the ccr- 

tif’ktc a.rc or will be required by the present or fk- 

ture public convcniencc a.nd ncccssity. 

The Commission sha~ll ha,ve the power to a.tta,ch to the 

issua,nce of’ such ccrtifkxte a.nd to the exercise of’ the 

rights gra.ntcd thereunder such rca,sonable terms and con- 

ditions rcla.tcd to the construction of’ such facility a,s the 

public convcnicncc a,nd necessity max require: Provided, 

That the Commission sha.11 have no a,uthority to compel 

the construction or enla~rgement of tra,nsmission fa.cilities 

directly or indirectly, includin, 0 as a. condition of the rc- 

ceipt of any other approra,l from the Commission. The 

Commission shall issue its fina, decision in the certifktc 

proceeding within 180 days a,f’ttcr the filing of the request 

for a certificate. 

“(c) APPIXATIONS FOR C~~~~IFrC.~~~s.-ApI~lic~l- 

tions for ccrtif’icatcs under subsection (b) shall be made 

in writing to the Commission, bc verified under oath, a,nd 

shall bc in such form, contain such information, and notice 

thcrcof shall bc scrvcd upon such intcrcstcd parties and 

in such rnmmr a,s the Commission sha,ll, by regula,tion, 

require. 
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1 facilities dcwlopcd through a transmission cqansion 

2 planning process qqxovcd by the Commission under sub- 

3 section (a) shall bc rccovemblc in the transmission ra,tcs 

4 charged by the regional transmission orga:animtion or other 

5 such applicant. 

6 “(g) STATE L_\\-.-Nothing in this section shall pre- 

7 clndc a,ny person from constructing anr_ transniission fa- 

8 cilities purswmt to Sta,te law.“. 


